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POETRY

“Some of these poems are vivid evocations of South
Africa’s Western Cape, and elegies of loss; others
capture moments of longing and desire between lovers,
as well as passages of bitterness.” — M COETZEE

Winter,

the Unwelcome Visitor

by SHAISTA JUSTIN

Winter, the Unwelcome Visitor is a five-section poetic cycle
amending the ordinary with the extraordinary. The work
shows versatility in style and form and yet maintains poetic
excellence: a careful balance of metaphor, imagery and
thought. Always experimental, there is no one style that char-
acterizes the book. From brief and academic, to wordy and
effusive, the style shifts according to the subject. Unstintingly
political, unforgivingly critical of commonly held ideas about
the relationship of humans to the natural world and to each
other, the relevance of this work to both a Canadian and an
international audience is undeniable.

from “My Love Is Faithful”

Father-mine, you are a hero of survival, from dusty goats
and washing in buckets to water from a sprinkler etching
it’s sound of living surviving grass sounding-tch-tch . . .
You have made me and bureaucratic policy proud.
Indeed, you are not a liar that any lie can be told about:

you are a statistic.

Not like any other dog-and-pony show,
Ilive you. ..
I admire you . ..
and for this reason, I am un-inalienably unfair to you.

freelance writer and editor.

Winter,
the

unwelcome
visitor

poems

Shaista Justin

PROMOTION

Readings and media in

Montreal, Ottawa, and Toronto

POETRY

ISBN: 978-1-894770-52-1

$16.95 Paper

Pages: 80

Publication Date: 15 April, 2009

SHAISTA JUSTIN was born in Pakistan and came to Canada at the age of six. She grew up in
Toronto and has attended McMaster University, Queen's University, and the University of Cape
Town. In addition to being a fervent traveller, she has been a performer, writer, producer,
researcher, teacher and civil servant. Her interest in postcolonial literature, eco-criticism, and
feminist theory are thematically evident in her work. She is grateful to have had the creative
writing mentorship of JM Coetzee, Nobel Prize winner in Literature (2003). Her poetry and
prose has been published in New Contrast, The Fiddlehead, Between the Lines, and Beneath the
Surface. She currently lives in Toronto with her husband and two children and is working as a



Poetry / 978-1-894770-50-7/ $16.95

Fiction / 978-1-894770-37-8 / $20.95

Fiction / 978-1-894770-47-7 / $20.95
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The Fourth Canvas
Rana Bose

Caribbean Blues
& Love's Genealogy

TRANNATLANG KU ATIONG

Caribbean Blues

The Fourth
Canvas is an
intellectual
thriller, an
ambitious
novel of ideas
full of juicy
characters.
— MARIANNE
ACKERMAN

Kuwabong
shows a
larger poetic
vision to
celebrate
love—love
for the
people of the
Caribbean
and love
between
lovers.

and Love’s Genealogy

Dannabang Kuwabong
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ROZENA MAART

The Writing Circle
Rozena Maart

2

Maart writes
with self-

assuredness

[A] compe-
tent and
trustworthy
writer.
— BOOKS IN
CANADA

Canada Council
for the Arts

Fiction / 978-1-894770-46-0 / $18.95

Essays / 978-1-894770-48-4 / $25.95

Fiction / 978-1-894770-38-5 / $20.95

Conseil des Arts
du Canada

Nitin Deckha

Shopping for Sabzi
Nitin Deckha

BANISHMENT
Reing Muslim in Canada

widiind by Watasha Raant

Deckha's
stories are
local yet
universal,
brimming
with insight
and humour.
An enjoyable
read.
— SHENIZ
JANMOHAMED
City Masala,
South Asian
Living

A variety of
Canadian
voices come
together here
to explore
some of the
vital issues
facing
Muslims in
Canada.

Belonging and Banishment
Being Muslim in Canada
edited by Natasha Bakht

RETURN

ARCADIA
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Return to Arcadia
H Nigel Thomas

Thomas
balances
admirably
the functions
of the story-
teller and the
social-realist
observer of
human
behaviour.
— WORLD
LITERATURE
TODAY

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO

Poetry / 978-1-894770-49-1 / $16.95

Fiction / 978-1-894770-43-9 / $18.95

Criticism / 978-1-894770-41-5 / $25.95

In a Boston Night

In a Boston Night
Sasenarine Persaud
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The Chinese Knot

and Other Stories
Lien Chao
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A fine,
multilayered
collection of
poems by

an important
and
accomplished
contemporary
poet.

There is good
energy in
these stories,
and they give
insight into
experiences
that might be
new to many
readers.

— SUSAN COLE
Now Magazine

A fine study

1 of an

important
and defining
aspect of
Canadian
literature.

The Texture of Identity
The Fiction of MG Vassanji,
Rohinton Mistry, and Neil

Bissoondath
Martin Genetsch

Canada
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