
In the early 1970s a reclusive artist and philosopher disappears in
Paris after completing a fantastic series of canvases that trace the
rise and fall of empires. Eventually his bloated body is dragged
from the Seine. The knowledge and insight die with him. Years
later, Claude Chiragi, a graduate student in Montreal receives a
mysterious painting and senses the relevance of the theory 
embedded in the artwork. His curiosity is instantly aroused, 
and he launches a global search for clues that will help him 
understand the message and unravel the mystery of the artist’s
fate. Embedded in the paintings are tell-tale historical clues, 
mysteriously coded, that predict imperial entropy in the future
—from economic collapse and cultural decadence to a coup 
d’etat against civil society. Kidnappings, killings, undercover 
conspiracy and a trek into ancestral roots, lend to this novel its
quality of intellectual mystery and gripping suspense.

The Fourth Canvas is an intellectual thriller, an ambitious
novel of ideas full of juicy characters. Rana Bose tackles the

enigma at the heart of all great thinkers and doers.
— MARIANNE ACKERMAN

RANA BOSE’s first novel, Recovering Rude was published by Vehicule Press in 2000 to critical
acclaim. He has also been a well-known playwright in Canada and has had ten of his plays

published by Seagull, Prestige, and The Canadian Theatre Review. All of these plays have been
performed in Canada, US, and India and perhaps elsewhere. He has been an engineer, mentor,
consultant, performance poet, playwright, and resides in Montreal and sometimes in Kolkata.

He is also one of the editors of the webzine Montreal Serai. 
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d’etat against civil society. Kidnappings, killings, undercover 
conspiracy and a trek into ancestral roots, lend to this novel its
quality of intellectual mystery and gripping suspense.

The Fourth Canvas is an intellectual thriller, an ambitious
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A variety of Canadian Muslim voices address vital issues related to the
question of living as Muslims in the Canadian social, legal, and political
spaces.

What issues of integration and identity face young Muslims growing up
in this country? Is there, in fact, a single Muslim identity? Has the
Canadian government, under pressure due to the “war against terror,”
failed to safeguard the rights of young Muslims? How does Canada’s
tolerance of diverse cultures extend to the case of Muslims? What are
the implications of the veiled voting legislation? Is worship in Islam
compatible with the practice of science?

The contributors to this important and timely volume include,
Anar Ali, author (fiction)
Arif Babul, University Distinguished Professor and Professor of Physics
and Astronomy, University of Victoria, British Columbia
Anver Emon, professor of law, University of Toronto
Karim H Karim, Director of the School of Journalism and
Communication, Carleton University, Ottawa
Ausma Khan, editor, Muslim Girl
Rukhsana Khan, author (children’s books)
Sheema Khan, columnist, The Globe and Mail
Amin Malak, professor of English, Grant MacEwan College, Edmonton,
Alberta
Syed Mohamed Mehdi, Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL
Haroon Siddiqui, editor emeritus, The Toronto Star
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